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The goal of this Uniform and Equipment Specifications Manual is to provide a practical, 
commonsense document that details the necessary information regarding required and optional 
uniforms and equipment. Most of the articles listed below note manufacturers and models that 
are examples of the standard. Other brands and models are not precluded as long as they meet or 
exceed the standards of those examples. 

 
The photographs in this manual also demonstrate examples of what uniform and equipment 
articles are deemed appropriate. 

 
Disability requirements may allow a sworn department member to wear an item or items not 
otherwise authorized in this manual with the approval of the Chief of Police or their designee. 

 
Proposed changes or additions to the authorized usage of uniform and equipment articles shall be 
routed to the Research & Development Unit. Review and analysis of proposals will be 
coordinated with the Uniform and Equipment Committee for presentation to the Chief of Police, 
or designee, for a final decision. 

 
As directed by the Chief of Police, all Department members are required to comply with the 
specifications outlined in this manual per Duty Manual section S1100. 

 
Department members interested in approving a pin to wear upon a uniform shall submit a 
memorandum through their chain of command describing the pin in detail, including a picture of 
the pin, the need for the pin and where the pin is to be worn. 

 
If the pin is approved by the Chief of Police or their designee, that information will be routed to 
the Research and Development Unit for addition into the next version of the Uniform and 
Specifications Manual. 
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BADGES, PINS & PATCH 

Metal Badges 

The Sun Badge Company, Ed Jones Badge Company and the Irvine & Jachens Badge 
Manufactured badges are the standards of the regulation badge. Officers, sergeants and reserves 
will use silver colored badges. Command officers will use gold colored badges. The badge 
number is inscribed in the center of the badge. The rank of the member is inscribed below the 
word “Police.” 

Use: All authorized uniform shirts, sweaters and jackets have badge holders in the appropriate 
location. The badge must be worn on the outermost garment over the left breast when wearing a 
uniform. The badge must be polished and free from scratches and blemishes. 
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Mourning Band 
 

The mourning band is a black elastic band or cloth strip 3/8” wide that is worn diagonally on the 
metal badge from the point nearest the left shoulder to the opposite indentation closest to the 
heart. 

 
Use: The mourning band is worn at the direction of the Chief of Police or their designee. 

 

 
 

Cloth Badges 
 

The authorized cloth badge consists of a seven-point star embroidered with the words “San Jose 
Police” and includes the officer’s rank. This is a replica of a metal badge. The colors of the cloth 
badges are silver for officers and sergeants and gold for command officers. The words “San 
Jose” and “Police” are embroidered within the star in upper and lower curves in 1/4” upper case 
royal blue thread. 

 
Use: The cloth badge is used on enforcement polo shirts, utility uniform shirts, Special 
Operations Division tactical uniforms, jackets and non-enforcement shirts. A subdued version is 
authorized for Special Operations tactical uniforms. 

 
 

“Star” Style 
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Patch 
 

The National Emblem Company patch is the example of the Department patch. 
 

Use: The patch is worn 3/4” below and centered on the shoulder seam of both sleeves on all 
regulation and utility shirts and jackets. A miniature patch is worn on the baseball cap. 

 
 

 
 

In an effort to allow officers to show support for specifically authorized causes, three specialty 
patches are now authorized to be permanently worn by uniformed personnel. Each patch has a 
differently colored outer edge from the traditional patch. Only these three specialty patches may 
be worn in lieu of the traditional patch. Breast Cancer, Pride, and Military. 
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UNIFORMS 
 

Regular Duty Uniforms 
 

The Regular Duty Uniform is standard attire for all personnel assigned to the Bureau of Field 
Operations unless their specific assignment requires the use of another uniform type. The wash 
and wear style of uniform may be used as any A, B or C uniform. 

 
The Class “A” Regular Duty Uniform includes the following items: Soft cap, long sleeved shirt, 
tie with tack/bar, trousers, black polished footwear, and duty belt with standard equipment 
without baton. (Exception: expandable batons are allowed and the dress (Ike) jacket is optional). 
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COVERS 
 

Soft cap 
 

The Lancaster model soft cap is the standard for the Department (see below). Any other brand 
must meet or exceed its standards in all respects. The cap has a navy blue wool serge upper with 
a black patent leather-type visor. The chinstrap is attached to the cap by two metallic ‘P’ buttons. 
Officers use a black patent leather-type strap with silver buttons. Sergeants use a silver metallic 
snake coil strap with silver buttons. Command officers use a gold metallic snake coil straps with 
gold buttons. Chief Officer hats will have two gold leaf branches on the visor. The branches 
will have three leaf clusters with the stems pointing outward. 

 
Use: The soft cap is only worn with the regular A, B or C uniform at the discretion of the officer 
or when directed by superiors. 

 
 
 

 
 

Emblem 
 

The Blackinton model is the example shown. Any other brand must meet or exceed its standards 
in all respects. This hat piece is provided by Central Supply. The emblem consists of a star 
centered in a round disk with leaf work and crossed batons on both sides. A spread-winged eagle 
sits above the star. Located below the star is a plate with the word “POLICE” inscribed in black 
or blue. The color of the emblem for officers and sergeants is silver. The color of the emblem for 
a command officer is gold. 
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Baseball cap 
 

The New Era model is the standard for this type of hat. Any other brand must meet or exceed its 
standards in all respects. It is a navy blue wool baseball-style cap with a miniature Department 
patch centered on the front. The cap may be fitted or adjustable and no other items (pins, flags, 
etc.) are allowed to be worn on the cap. 

 
Use: Authorized whenever directing traffic, during foul weather, whenever wearing a utility 
uniform and using a cover or when otherwise approved by a supervisor. The cap should not be 
worn indoors. 

 
 
 

 
 

Watch cap 
 

The Blauer 160 B WARM model or equivalent is the approved watch cap for uniformed officers. 
It is a black colored fleece cap, with “SJPD” or a “soft badge.” The lettering on the cap band 
should be white, silver or gold for command officers. No other items (pins, flags, etc.) are 
allowed to be worn on the cap. 

 
Use: Authorized whenever sworn personnel are wearing any uniform during prolonged periods 
of outdoor exposure. The cap should not be worn indoors. 

 
 



Page 25 of 57  

NAMETAGS 
 

Metal nametags 
 

The Reeves Company product is the standard of the regulation nametag. Any other nametag 
must meet or exceed its standard in all respects. The first two nametags, of any rank, are 
provided by the Police Personnel Unit. 

 
Color: Officers and Sergeants - silver, Command officers - gold. The inscribed printing for all 
nametags is blue. 

 
Use: The metal nametag is worn on regulation uniform shirts and jackets. On uniform shirts, the 
nametag is attached to the right pocket so that it is centered. The top of the tag should be even 
with the top of the pocket flap. The nametag is attached in the same way on uniform jackets with 
pockets. On jackets without pockets, the nametag is attached to the right breast area so that it is 
horizontal and midway between the centerline of the jacket and the armpit. 
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When buckles are worn, officers and sergeants wear chrome or nickel-plated buckles and 
command officers wear brass plated buckles. Black buckles are authorized for all ranks. 

 
Plastic belt buckles are authorized for use. The ITW Nexus model TSR 210 is the standard. Any 
other plastic belt buckle must match it in appearance and meet or exceed its standard in all 
respects. 

 
Soft duty belts are authorized for Special Operations, plain clothes assignments and/or bicycle 
duty. They may also be approved by a supervisor for medical reasons. 

 
Use: The duty belt is worn so that the trouser belt is covered and all the attached equipment is 
secure. The belt, including any leather, leather equipment, keepers, or metal must be kept 
polished and serviceable. 

 
 

FOOTWEAR 

Authorized footwear must be black, smooth, plain-toed and polished leather or an authorized 
leather substitute on the lower portion. Authorized boots must be combat-style black, polished 
and smooth-toed with laces up the front. Side zippers are allowed. Black athletic shoes are 
allowed for officers riding a patrol bicycle during their shift. Cowboy boots and footwear with 
raised designs on the lower portion are not permitted for patrol related duties. Black socks are 
required if shoes are worn. 

 
Use: This footwear is required whenever wearing any regulation uniform. 

 
EQUIPMENT 

Body Armor 
 

The Department issued body armor will meet a minimum threat level of IIA in addition to 
meeting NIJ .06 standards. The body armor manufacturers will be determined by the Chief of 
Police or their designee. Any other body armor must meet or exceed the minimum standards 
established by the Department. Body Armor will be replaced by the Department every five years. 
Department members will only wear vests that are within the five year time span of issuance. 

 
Use: All officers hired after August 27, 1989, must wear body armor when engaged in uniform 
duty. 

 
External Body Equipment and Armor Carrier 

 

Body Equipment and Armor Carrier - The carrier must be worn at all times while on-duty in 
public view. The carrier will fit on top of duty belt or no shorter than ½” above the duty belt. The 
carrier must be worn to meet the specifications and appearance of a class A, B or C uniform 
shirt, with two pockets, a badge and name tag. Tactical carriers are not authorized; however; 
equipment pouches may be added to the carrier. The pouches may be added by MOLLE system 
or sewn on to the carrier. The pouch color will match the carrier as close as possible. The 
handgun will be worn on the officer’s belt without exception. The carrier should be fitted to the 
officer’s body armor and be worn in a professional manner. 
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External Body Equipment and Armor Carrier Undershirt - The carrier may be worn over a 
standard class A, B, C or mesh uniform shirt. The mesh undershirt is not authorized to be worn 
without the carrier while on-duty in the public view. 

 
Body Armor Carrier Undershirt 

 
 
 

Handgun and Ammunition 
 

Refer to the current MOA for details regarding authorized handguns. Also refer to San Jose 
Police Duty Manual section S 1136 regarding authorized ammunition. 

 
Color and finishes of weapons authorized for officers are described below and listed specifically 
by individual manufacturers: 

 
Beretta: The frame and slide shall be either black or stainless steel. 

 

Glock: The frame and slide shall be black in color. 
 

Sig Sauer: The frame and slide shall be either black or stainless steel. 
 

Smith & Wesson: The frame and slide shall be the standard Smith & Wesson dark blue, 
black, nickel or stainless steel. 
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1911 “O” Frame .45 caliber single action semi-automatic handgun: The frame and slide 
shall be black, stainless steel, blued, nickel or “parkerized gray.” 

 
Officers may choose to have a different color frame, from the slide, so long as both meet the 
criteria for approved finish and color for that weapon (i.e. a Sig Sauer handgun may have a black 
frame and a stainless steel slide). 

 
Use: The handgun is worn whenever the sworn member is in uniform except when in a prisoner 
processing facility. 

 
Exception: A Department member may carry handguns consisting of other colors or finishes 
when the nature of the Department assignment requires such use. However, approval to carry an 
unauthorized handgun must be obtained from the Office of the Chief of Police prior to 
implementing the use of such a weapon, as detailed in Duty Manual section S 1131. 

 
Holsters and Holders 

 

Authorized articles (ammunition, O.C. Spray, handcuffs, Baton, Radio and other miscellaneous 
equipment) must be polished black basket weave leather or an approved basket weave non- 
leather equivalent. The articles worn must match each other and the duty belt. Articles with black 
metallic snap buttons are authorized. Officers and sergeants may wear chrome snaps and 
command officers may wear brass snaps. The holster must fit the handgun and cover the trigger. 
When in uniform, the holster must have one retention mechanism. No clam shell or cross draw 
holsters are permitted. 

 
Use: The above listed safety equipment will be worn on the duty belt. All other equipment 
articles worn must comply with the criteria noted above. 

 
Handcuffs 

 

Handcuffs shall be professional in color and style. All handcuffs will be maintained in good 
working order. 

 
Flashlights 

 

Standard – Black, plastic, (15” maximum length and 26 ounces maximum weight). This 
flashlight is issued by the Department. Any other flashlight used must closely match the issued 
light. 

 
Mini-Lights - Black plastic and metal, maximum length of 7 ¾ inches long and battery encasing 
no greater than 1 ¼ inches in diameter are authorized to be used by officers. The holder for this 
device, if worn on the uniform, must match the other holders on the duty belt. 

 
Use: All on duty patrol officers must have a regulation-authorized flashlight available. 
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Reflective Traffic Vests 
 

Officers and CSOs should wear a reflective vest during both daylight and nighttime hours when 
on a roadway controlling traffic, investigating a collision, or conducting checkpoint operations.  
The vest issued by the Department is the Kishigo Public Safety Vest (PSV).  It is reflective 
yellow with black and white stripes and it has the Department’s name on the back and initials on 
the front.  It is approved by both the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) and the 
International Safety Equipment Association (ISEA). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Helmet & Face Shield 

 

The authorized helmet and face shield is issued by the Department. 
Use: The helmet and face shield must be available whenever a member is on uniform patrol 
duty. 

 
Gas Mask 

 

Only Department issued gas masks are authorized for use. The issued gas mask must be available 
when on uniformed patrol duty. 

 
Batons 

 

Members must complete an approved training course before using one of the listed authorized 
batons: 
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Straight Wooden Baton – Commercially manufactured solid hard wood, length between 26” 
and 29”, diameter between 1 3/16” and 1 1/4”. The baton shall have a rubber grommet. The color 
of the baton shall be black or a natural wood color. 

 
Metal Side Handled Baton – Black anodized aluminum with a wooden or foam core. The baton 
shall be 24” in length with a diameter of 1 1/4” inches. Only trained and certified department 
members may carry a Metal Side Handled Baton. 

 
Metal Expandable Baton – The Armament Systems and Procedures (ASP) Tactical Baton 
Model, The Peacekeeper Products International Rapid Containment Baton (RCB) or equivalent 
is authorized. The finish will be black anodized aluminum, black chrome, black zinc, chrome or 
electroless nickel. Approved lengths are 21”, 24”, 26” and 29”. 

 
Rapid Deployment Team Baton (similar to the straight wooden baton) – Approximately 42” 
long with a proportional diameter able to fit into a standard baton holder may be worn as 
authorized by a supervisor. 

 
Kendo Stick (Bokan) – Slightly curved black wooden baton approximately 40” in length with a 
blunt sword-shaped blade. (Authorized for Special Operations only and worn as authorized by a 
supervisor). 

 
Yawara Stick - Constructed of solid wood or plastic, 7 ½ inches in length and 1 ¼ inches in 
diameter. The Yawara stick ends are rounded and may have a flat section at the furthest portion 
of the end. There are finger knurls to allow a more secure grip. Only trained and certified 
department members may carry a Yawara Stick. 

 
Use: The batons are authorized for use in accordance with the appropriate Duty Manual Sections 
related to the use of force. 

 
Tasers 

 

Members must complete an approved training course before carrying one of the listed authorized 
Tasers. Taser model 7 is the authorized Taser. 

 
All holsters must be black in color. The Department-issued holster is the Taser 7– Safariland 
holster with thumb lock. Other holsters must meet or exceed the standards of the Department 
issued holster. 
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OPTIONAL UNIFORM ARTICLES 
 

Rain Gear 
 

The Department issues a rain jacket and rain pants. Any other rain gear items must meet or 
exceed the Department issued gear in all respects. The rain gear shall be yellow or black in color. 

 
Use: Authorized during inclement weather. Matching hoods are also authorized. 
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Jackets 
 

Patrol Jacket 
The Fechheimer Ultra, Elbeco 3920, Summit Patrol jacket (with appropriate modifications), 
Mocean black bike jacket and the Spiewak Golden Fleece #1881 WPL 7001 103 models are 
examples of the acceptable standard patrol jacket. A soft badge and soft name tag are allowed. 
Patches, sergeant chevrons and seniority stripes (optional) are sewn in the same manner as on the 
regulation shirt. Command officers wear rank insignia centered on the epaulet 1” from the outer 
seam. 

 
Use: The patrol jacket is worn at the discretion of the member with either the Regular Duty or 
Utility Uniform. 
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Dress (Ike) Jacket 
The Sinatra Manufacturing Company model is the standard of the authorized dress jacket. Any 
other dress jacket must meet or exceed it in every respect. Patches, rank insignia, chevrons and 
service stripes are sewn on in the same manner as on the patrol jacket. 

 
Use: The dress jacket is worn at the discretion of the member when a regulation uniform is worn. 
If the dress jacket is worn, the member must wear a long sleeved shirt and tie. 
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Leather Jacket 
The Taylor’s Leatherwear brand, Models #4461 and #4461(Z) are the standards of the authorized 
leather jacket for uniformed officers. Any other leather jackets must meet or exceed these in all 
respects. The jacket is leather with plain double front pockets, having vertical pocket openings 
and horizontal flaps, epaulets, and bi-swing style back panel. There are no exterior buttons and a 
zipper achieves the front closure. A badge tab must be on the left front panel and a nametag tab 
on the right front panel. The two models differ in that one has side zippers and a removable liner. 
The leather jacket is without patches, sergeant chevrons, or seniority stripes. 

 
Use: The leather jacket is worn at the discretion of the member with either the Regular duty or 
Utility Uniform. The leather jacket must be worn with the appropriate undershirt as described 
above. 
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Eyewear 
 

Any lenses, frames, or straps worn while in uniform should primarily enhance vision and be 
practical during patrol operations and physical exertion. Eccentric colors and shapes that detract 
from a professional appearance while in uniform are not authorized. 

 
Use: Straps should be plain blue or black in color. 

 
Gloves 

 

Black unlined gloves that fit the hand snugly so that all safety equipment items can be used are 
authorized. 

 
White or Reflective gloves are authorized when directing traffic. 

 
Rubber gloves are authorized as necessary to protect officers from any harmful material. 

 
Use: During inclement weather or when an officer is performing duties which might require 
additional protection for their hands. 

 
Dickey, Turtleneck, & Mock Turtleneck 

 

All three articles must be black and plain-woven. The dickey and turtleneck collars must be no 
more than 5” wide. The mock turtleneck collar must be no more than 2” wide. The only visible 
marking allowed is “SJPD” or “San Jose Police.” 

 
Use: These articles are allowed when wearing the long sleeve shirt or utility uniform. They are 
not authorized when the Class ‘A’ uniform is required or when wearing a short sleeve shirt. 

 
Knives 

 

Folding blades - Shall be 5” or less and fit snugly into a holder if worn on the duty belt. When 
not worn on the duty belt, folding blade knives will have a clip attached to prevent loss or 
movement. 

 
Fixed blades - Shall have a maximum blade length of 6” and be secured in a sheath.  

 
 

The color of knives worn by a member shall be professional in color. 
 

Use: Knife holders on the duty belt must match the other equipment holders in color and design. 
 

Earpiece 
 

Earpieces are authorized for use when performing any duties as a police officer. 
 

Use: The earpiece is worn when using Department radios and telephones. The earpiece wire is a 
potential safety hazard and should be secured under the clothing and as close to the neck as 
possible. The earpiece and wire must be neutral or dark tinted. 
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Pager, Telephone, Tape Recorder and Communication Devices 
 

These articles are authorized for use and wear when performing any duties as a police officer. 
 

Use: These devices shall not be worn on the uniform shirt, jacket, or pants. They must be carried 
in pockets or securely attached to the duty belt and must match other equipment holders. 
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SPECIALIZED UNIFORMS 
 

Special Operations 
 

The uniform is a two-piece battle dress utility (BDU) uniform, black cotton blend with shoulder 
patches, cloth badge, “police” patch on the back and cloth name/badge number tags. 

 
Shirt - Must be long sleeve and always neatly tucked into the trousers. White sergeant chevrons 
are sewn on both sleeves in the same manner as the regulation uniform. Standard command 
officer insignia is worn on the shirt collar. The new cloth badge is the only one authorized 
beginning in June of 2013. The cloth name tag and badge tag are sewn above the pockets as 
detailed above. 

 
Undershirt - A black T-shirt, turtleneck, mock turtleneck, or dickey will be worn under the 
uniform. Nylon gun belt may be worn at the discretion of the unit Commander. 

 
Black BDU - Only worn by Special Operations. All required safety equipment listed under 
Regular Duty Uniform description shall be utilized with the Utility Uniform. 
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Bomb Squad 
 

Jumpsuit specifications will be the same as that of the Special Operations tactical uniform, unless 
otherwise approved by the Bomb Squad Commander. 

 
Use: Worn at the discretion of the Unit Commander. 
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Ceremonial Uniform 
 

This uniform is worn by those members of the Ceremonial Unit recognized by the Lieutenant of 
the Ceremonial Unit. Depending on the type of detail, and the officer’s assignment within the 
detail, the uniform will meet the specifications of either a Honor Guard, Color Guard, or Funeral 
Detail uniform. 

 
Honor Guard Detail 

 
The uniform consists of: a soft cover with a ceremonial hat piece and white hat band, an Ike 
jacket with badge and name tag, a single white shoulder braid without a tassel, a white long 
sleeved dress shirt without a buttoned-down collar, black tie, San Jose Police Department tie bar, 
uniform pants with a ceremonial white stripe, black basket-weave leather duty belt with a 
matching gun holster, four keepers with silver snaps, Department-issued Sig Sauer P226 9mm 
handgun with Cocobolo smooth wood grips, black socks, black patent-leather shoes with a high 
gloss, and white cloth gloves. 

 
The Ike jacket will be worn in a manner in which exposure of the gun best is minimal except for 
the holster. Sergeants will wear a silver hat band on their soft covers. Lieutenants will wear a 
gold ceremonial hat piece, gold hat band, gold shoulder braids, and a ceremonial gold stripe on 
their uniform pants. The uniform for lieutenants will have the same gold accessories as in the 
Class A uniform. 

 



Page 43 of 57  

Color Guard Detail 
 

The uniform consists of the same dress as the Honor Guard Detail with a few exceptions. When 
handling the flag and its staff, the single white shoulder braid with the tassel is worn as well as 
the white leather gloves. 

 
Funeral Detail 

 
The uniform consists of the same dress as the Honor Guard Detail except mourning bands will be 
worn across the badge. 

 
This uniform is worn by members of the Department’s Ceremonial Unit as authorized by the 
Commander of that Unit. The uniform consists of a soft hat, Ike jacket with white shoulder braid 
on the left shoulder, white long-sleeve shirt, white gloves, trousers, black high-gloss footwear 
and duty belt with handgun and holster. 

 
Raid Jacket 

 

Blue nylon windbreaker with the word “POLICE” in large letters on the right breast. On the left 
breast will be a large SJPD star and the unit name. On the back are the words “SAN JOSE 
POLICE” in large letters. Unit names can be included. 
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• Pants - Motoport Kevlar Street Jean, Black, 
zipper/Velcro cuff closure with white full 
length pant stripe. The cuff will be worn on 
the outside of the boots. 

 
• Shirt - Black cotton/poly blend “wash and 

wear” uniform shirt with sewn in creases. 
(No shirts made exclusively of synthetic 
materials will be allowed due to the danger 
presented when exposed to extreme 
heat/flame.) The shirt will have the “steel 
wheel and arrow” affixed under the San Jose 
Police shoulder patches, arrow facing 
forward. The shirt will have the member’s 
metal badge and metal nametag affixed as 
per the standard patrol uniform. 

Traffic Enforcement Unit 
 

Fechheimer model #s 34236 or #13507-96 are the standards of authorized motorcycle Class A 
pants. Any other brand must meet or exceed it in all respects. Below is an example of a Class C 
TEU uniform. Class B and C uniforms are provided by the Department. 

 

 
The department member has the option of wearing the appropriate colored whistle lanyard from 
the right lapel button to the right pocket under the right side of the pocket flap when wearing the 
Class B or C TEU uniform. 

 
TEU Jacket (Four options) 
• Department authorized jackets. 
• Black leather jacket as described above. 
• Department authorized rain jacket. 
• Motoport Air Mesh Kevlar Jacket (with or without waterproof liner) with department 

shoulder patches and chevrons (if applicable). 
 

Helmet: Officers may wear the Shoei ¾ open face helmet or the Nolan N104 modular, DOT 
approved, helmet in the black and white “high-rise” paint scheme. Currently the Nolan N104 
painted with the black/white “hi-rise” paint scheme is the issued helmet. Any replacement will 
need to exceed this helmet’s specifications in all areas. 

 
Footwear: When operating a department issued motorcycle the department member will wear 
authorized motorcycle boots. The intent of this section is to provide department members with 
proper protection for motorcycle riding. 
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Air Support Unit 
 

Flight gloves: Constructed of form fitting NOMEX material and leather. The Flight suit shall be 
the fire retardant NOMEX brand (any other brand must meet or exceed it in all respects), color: 
blue, long sleeves with the standard S.J.P.D. patches attached as outlined above. 

 
Helmet: White fiberglass #HGU-33 or SPH-5 series or equivalent with a communications 
package. 

 
Accessories: Standard duty belt, soft nylon duty belt or shoulder holster. 
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Bicycle Uniform 
 

Footwear - Black bicycle shoes with white or black socks for shorts and black socks with long 
pants. 

 
Helmet - The issued helmet shall be ANSI or Snell Department of Transportation approved. 

 
Jacket - Mocean brand (any other brand must meet or exceed it in all respects), made of black 
Ultrex material with 15” ventilation zipper slots under the arms. The jacket will have SJPD 
patches on the shoulders and “POLICE” on the back in 3” letters. 

 
Shirt – Polo style, color: black. The polo shirt noted in this section is the only 
polo style shirt authorized for enforcement action (The BFO Deputy Chief or their designee can 
authorize other types or colors of polo shirts for non-enforcement purposes). 

 
Gloves - Black bicycle gloves and protective eyewear are always required. 
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School Uniform 
 

Shirt: A white or black polo shirt is authorized and shall meet the requirements of the 
enforcement polo shirt as noted in the bicycle shirt specifications. 

 
Jacket: Any duty jacket is approved for use. A black or dark blue “raid style” nylon jacket with 
a button-up front is also authorized. On this style jacket, a large San Jose Police star shall be silk 
screened over the left breast. The word “POLICE” shall be printed over the right breast and the 
member’s name and badge number will appear below. The words “SAN JOSE POLICE” will be 
on the back in large letters. 

 
Pants: Black or blue denim, black Dickies brand or utility uniform pants. 

 
Duty Belt: Black leather or nylon, with all approved equipment. 

 
Footwear: Black-laced boots or any other athletic style shoe with traction type non-slip soles. 
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COMMUNITY SERVICE OFFICER (CSO) UNIFORMS 

Metal Shields 
The Smith & Warren manufacturer is the standard of the regulation CSO shield. CSOs will use 
silver colored shields. The shield number is inscribed on the bottom of the shield. 

 
For those CSOs who have promoted to the rank of Senior CSO, the word “Senior” will be 
inscribed above the words “San Jose” 

 
Use: All authorized uniform shirts and jackets have badge holders in the appropriate location. 
The shield must be worn on the outermost garment over the left breast when wearing a uniform. 
The shield must be polished and free from scratches and blemishes. 

 
Regular Duty Uniform 

 

The CSO Regular Duty Uniform is standard attire for all personnel assigned to the CSO Program 
within the Bureau of Field Operations, unless their specific assignment requires the use of 
civilian business attire. The wash and wear style of uniform may be used as any class A, B or C 
uniform. 

 
The Class “A” Regular Duty Uniform includes the following items: Long sleeved shirt (light 
blue in color), black tie with tack/bar, navy blue trousers, black polished footwear, and duty belt 
with standard equipment. 

 
The Class “B” Regular Duty Uniform includes the following items: Long or short sleeved shirt 
(light blue in color, exposed white t-shirt, navy blue trousers, black polished footwear and duty 
belt with standard equipment. 

 
The Class “C” Regular Duty Uniform includes the following items: Long or short sleeved shirt 
(light blue in color), exposed white t-shirt, navy blue cotton blend Battle Dress Utility (BDU) 
trousers, black polished footwear and duty belt with standard equipment. 

 
Shirts 
Flying Cross makes standard uniform long sleeve and short sleeve regulation CSO uniform 
shirts. The model is Deluxe Tropical. The shirts are light blue and made of ‘wash-n-wear’ 
material. Wash and wear shirts may only be the Flying Cross brand. Hidden flap snaps, Velcro, 
and/or zippers are allowed if the buttoned appearance is retained. Military creases front and back 
are required. The patches must provide a professional appearance. Patches are sewn onto both 
sleeves. Seniority stripes (optional) are sewn onto the left sleeve of long sleeve shirts. 

 
Use: The shirt must be neatly tucked into the trousers and cuffs will remain buttoned at all times. 
Creases in the shirt may be sewn. All uniform shirts will be maintained and worn in a 
professional manner. The collar can be worn open or closed; however, a tie must be worn if the 
collar is worn closed. 

 
Undershirts 
The undershirt must be a plain white crew neck cotton-type T-shirt in good condition. No 
undershirt will have visible designs or logos. If a thermal undershirt is worn, it must match the 
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appearance of a regular T-shirt or be worn beneath the T-shirt if the uniform shirt is worn open 
collared. The cuff of any undershirt must not be visible. 

 
Use: A white undershirt is required whenever a short or long sleeve uniform shirt is worn open 
collared. Otherwise, a tie is required. When a jacket is worn, a tie will also be worn. 

 
Seniority Stripes (Optional) 
Hero’s Pride model is the standard of authorized CSO service stripes. All other models must 
meet or exceed its standards in all respects. Each seniority stripe designates five years as a San 
Jose Police Department employee. 

 
Use: The seniority stripes must be professionally sewn on the lower left sleeve of long sleeved 
shirts and jackets 3/4” above the upper cuff seam and midway between the two sleeve seams. 
The stripes must be applied as one patch. Seniority stripes are blue with gold trim and a black 
border. 

 
Tie and Tie Tack/Bar 
The Cornell and Broome brands are the standards of the regulation tie. The Hook-Fast Company 
tie tacks and tie bars are the standards for those articles. Any other ties, tie tacks and tie bars 
must meet or exceed their standards in all respects. The tie is a black breakaway wool/wool 
blend style with a basic conservative knot at the top. The emblem on the tie tack/bar is a seven 
pointed police star with the official city seal inside. The seal has a blue enamel band around it 
with the words “San Jose Police” in block letters. CSOs will use silver colored tie tacks or bars. 

 
Use: When a tie is worn, a tie tack/bar is required. The tie is required for Class ‘A’ uniforms. 
The tack/bar is worn centered and horizontally aligned evenly with the bottom of the shirt 
pockets. 

 
Trousers 
The Fechheimer or Flying Cross brands are the standard of regulation trousers. The trousers are 
navy blue and made of wool, wool blend or wash and wear material. Professionally machine 
sewn leather pocket trim and inner cuff stays are authorized. 

 
Use: Regulation trousers should fit comfortably so that the edges of the front pockets lay flat and 
parallel. Uniform trousers will be maintained and worn in a professional manner. The front of the 
leg should touch the top of the footwear and the back of the leg should be between 1” and 1 1/2” 
from the ground. 

 
Baseball cap 
The New Era model is the standard for this type of hat. Any other brand must meet or exceed its 
standards in all respects. It is a navy blue wool baseball-style cap with a miniature Department 
patch centered on the front. The cap may be fitted or adjustable and no other items (pins, flags, 
etc.) are allowed to be worn on the cap. 

 
Use: Authorized whenever directing traffic, during foul weather, whenever wearing a utility 
uniform and using a cover or when otherwise approved by a supervisor. The cap should not be 
worn indoors. 
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Metal nametags 
The Reeves Company product is the standard of the regulation nametag. Any other nametag 
must meet or exceed its standard in all respects. The first two nametags, of any rank, are 
provided by the Police Personnel Unit. 

 
Color: Silver. The inscribed printing for all nametags is blue. 

 
Use: The metal nametag is worn on regulation uniform shirts and jackets. On uniform shirts, the 
nametag is attached to the right pocket so that it is centered. The top of the tag should be even 
with the top of the pocket flap. The nametag is attached in the same way on uniform jackets with 
pockets. On jackets without pockets, the nametag is attached to the right breast area so that it is 
horizontal and midway between the centerline of the jacket and the armpit. 

 
Trouser Belt 
There are three basic belts: leather, leather laminate and Velcro faced. The Bianchi and 
Safariland models are the standards for these types of belts. Any other belt must meet or exceed 
their standards in quality and appearance. The belt must be black and no more than 2” in width. 
The color of the buckle, if worn, must be black or silver. 

 
Use: The belts must be worn with the regulation uniform trousers so that they are not visible 
under the duty belt. 

 
Duty Belt 
Authorized duty belts are black basket weave leather or an approved basket weave non-leather 
equivalent. The back of the belt may be plain or Velcro. The Tex Shoemaker & Sons, Inc., and 
Don Hume Leather Goods, Inc., belts are reference examples. All other belts must meet or 
exceed their standards in all respects. A black basket weave duty belt must be worn when 
wearing a class A, B or C uniform, except as described below. Buckles are optional on the 
Velcro-backed belts. When buckles are worn, officers and sergeants wear chrome or nickel- 
plated. Black buckles are authorized. 

 
Standard issue equipment on the CSO Duty belt consists of a Motorola handpack radio with 
shoulder microphone, handpack holder, flashlight and flashlight holder and O.C. and O.C. 
holder. CSOs may not carry any other defensive weapons. A knife is acceptable as long as it is 
permitted by California law. CSOs may carry additional items on their duty belt that will assist 
them in performing their duties. 

 
Plastic belt buckles are authorized for use. The ITW Nexus model TSR 210 is the standard. Any 
other plastic belt buckle must match it in appearance and meet or exceed its standard in all 
respects. 

 
Soft duty belts may also be approved by a supervisor for medical reasons. 

 
Use: The duty belt is worn so that the trouser belt is covered and all the attached equipment is 
secure. The belt, including any leather, leather equipment, keepers, or metal must be kept 
polished and serviceable. 

 
Footwear 
Authorized footwear must be black, smooth, plain-toed and polished leather or an authorized 
leather substitute on the lower portion. Authorized boots must be combat-style black, polished 
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and smooth-toed with laces up the front. Side zippers are allowed. Black socks are required if 
shoes are worn. 

 
Use: This footwear is required whenever wearing any regulation uniform. 

 
Equipment 

 

Body Armor 
The Department issued body armor will meet a minimum threat level of IIA in addition to 
meeting NIJ .06 standards. The body armor manufacturers will be determined by the Chief of 
Police or their designee. Any other body armor must meet or exceed the minimum standards 
established by the Department. Body Armor will be replaced by the Department every five years. 
Department members will only wear vests that are within the five year time span of issuance. 

 
Use: All CSOs must wear body armor when engaged in uniform duty. 

 
External Body Armor Carrier and Undershirt 

 
Body Armor Carrier - The carrier must be worn at all times while on-duty in public view. The 
carrier will fit on top of duty belt or no shorter than ½” above the duty belt. The carrier must be 
worn to meet the specifications and appearance of a class A, B or C uniform shirt, with two 
pockets, a badge and name tag. Tactical carriers are not authorized. The carrier should be fitted 
to the CSOs body armor and be worn in a professional manner. 

 
Undershirt - The carrier may be worn over a standard class A, B, C or mesh uniform shirt. The 
mesh undershirt is not authorized to be worn without the carrier while on-duty in the public 
view. 

 
Rain Gear 
The Department issues a rain jacket and rain pants. Any other rain gear items must meet or 
exceed the Department issued gear in all respects. The rain gear shall be yellow or black in color. 

 
Use: Authorized during inclement weather. Matching hoods are also authorized. 

 
Flashlights 

Standard – Black, plastic, (15” maximum length and 26 ounces maximum weight). This 
flashlight is issued by the Department. Any other flashlight used must closely match the 
issued light. 

 
Mini-Lights - Black plastic and metal, maximum length of 7 ¾ inches long and battery 
encasing no greater than 1 ¼ inches in diameter are authorized to be used by CSOs. The 
holder for this device, if worn on the uniform, must match the other holders on the duty 
belt. 

 

Use: All uniformed on-duty CSOs must have a regulation-authorized flashlight available. 
Knives 

 

Folding blades - Shall be 5” or less and fit snugly into a holder if worn on the duty belt. 
When not worn on the duty belt, folding blade knives will have a clip attached to prevent 
loss or movement. 



Page 55 of 57  

Fixed blades - Shall have a maximum blade length of 6” and be secured in a sheath.  
. 

 
The color of knives worn by a member shall be professional in color. 

 
Use: Knife holders on the duty belt must match the other equipment holders in color and 
design. 

 
Earpiece 
Earpieces are authorized for use when performing any duties as a CSO. 

 
Use: The earpiece is worn when using Department radios and telephones. The earpiece wire is a 
potential safety hazard and should be secured under the clothing and as close to the neck as 
possible. The earpiece and wire must be neutral or dark tinted. 

 
Telephone, Tape Recorder & Communication Devices 
These articles are authorized for use and wear when performing any duties as a CSO. 

 
Use: These devices shall not be worn on the uniform shirt, jacket, or pants. They must be carried 
in pockets or securely attached to the duty belt and must match other equipment holders. 

 
Jackets 

 

Patrol Jacket 
The Fechheimer Ultra, Elbeco 3920, Summit Patrol jacket (with appropriate modifications), 
Mocean black bike jacket and the Spiewak Golden Fleece #1881 WPL 7001 103 models are 
examples of the acceptable standard patrol jacket. A soft badge and soft name tag are allowed. 
Shoulder patches and seniority stripes (optional) are sewn in the same manner as on the 
regulation shirt. 

 
Use: The patrol jacket is worn at the discretion of the member with either the Regular Duty 
Uniform. 

 
Dress (Ike) Jacket 
The Sinatra Manufacturing Company model is the standard of the authorized dress jacket. Any 
other dress jacket must meet or exceed it in every respect. Patches and service stripes are sewn 
on in the same manner as on the patrol jacket. 

 
Use: The dress jacket is worn at the discretion of the member when a regulation uniform is worn. 
If the dress jacket is worn, the member must wear a long sleeved shirt and tie. 

 
Optional Clothing Items 

 

Eyewear 
Any lenses, frames, or straps worn while in uniform should primarily enhance vision and be 
practical during patrol operations and physical exertion. Eccentric colors and shapes that detract 
from a professional appearance while in uniform are not authorized. 

 
Use: Straps should be plain blue or black in color. 
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Gloves 
Black unlined gloves that fit the hand snugly so that all safety equipment items can be used are 
authorized. 

 
White or Reflective gloves are authorized when directing traffic. 

 
Rubber gloves are authorized as necessary to protect CSOs from any harmful material and/or 
during collection of evidence. 

 
Use: During inclement weather or when a CSO is performing duties which might require 
additional protection for their hands. 






